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CHAPTER I 
REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
This study is an attempt to discover the basic and 
common experiences in the bacl~round of children which are 
necessary for successful reading. 
To ensure success in the initial reading program, a 
rich background of experiences is customary. Children must 
have some perception of what they read before they can com-
prehend or enjoy reading. 
1/ The earliest efforts at reading do not take 
I 
... , 
I place · in tne first grade when children are six years of age. 
Books, magazines, pbsters, signs, papers, and reading Ji 
materials of all kinds are so much of our American culture I 
that most children have had many experiences with printed I 
materials from infancy. our American babies are born into 
!1 an environment that fosters reading, and they should grow 
into reading as naturally as they grow !into language. ·v-I/hen 
II 
they are old enough to go to school and sit in groups around 
, a teacher, the systematic instruction in reading which the 
1 teacher gives is based largely upoh the concepts, under-
standings, and attitudes, toward reading which have been 
!J developed during pre-school experiences with books. 
11 Children who come from under pri viledged homes do not 
1 have the opportunities and experiences that foster reading. 
~/ Research studies have shown that children whose parents 
1/ Marion Monroe; Growing -Into Reading, Scott, Foresman and l 
eompany, Chicago, 1942, p. 3. 
I 
2/ Marie Belle Fowler, "The Role of Language in Early Child Ill 
I i>evelopment", Child Education , February 1941, 17:250 
1\ 
I --~~------~~======~,=======-~=~r======= 
=-r--
are in the upper socio-economic groups show better language 
development during the pre-school age than those in the lower 
group. There appears to be a correlation between the parent's 
I language ability and that acquired by the child. 
1\ 
The first grade teacher has to make the transition from 
li pre-school experiences into experiences necessary for meaning-
I 
'\ ful read inc; . 
11 revisions in 
M~ny studies have been ~~de and numerous 
primary readers so that the initial reading 
period would be stimulating and enjoyable for children. 
!I 
11 The last ten years have witnessed many revisions in 
I primary readers. The chief feature being the increased use 
of illustrations. ±/ Goodykoontz says, 
. ··· ... 
Pre-primer picture books develop a background of 
experience that ensures reading readiness and eagerness to 
read. Pictures are said to enrich experiences, and supply 
visual imagery, contribute to the text, ensure meaningful 
reading and add to understanding and pleasure. 
,, 
2/A pioneer in the field of vocabulary analysis is 
I Dr. E. L. Thorndike, who made a study and published a list 
of 20,000 words taken from children's literature, textbooks, 
newspapers, magazines,classics, and the Bible. These words 
were classified according to frequency. 
1/ Bess Goc;dykoontz, ttThe Relationship ofPictures to -Reading 
cromprehens~on", Elementary English Review, April 1936, 13:125 
11 2/ E. L. ·Thorndike, A Teachers' Work Book, Teachers College, 
New York, 1931. 
1/ Gates formulated a list of 4,300 words which he 
selected on the basis of fre ~uency of occurance in primary 
literature, signs, announcements, and in the speaking 
,
1 
vocabularies of children. 
I 
I 3/ Rudisill made a comparison of the vocabularies of 
pre-primers and primers and found that pre-primers varied 
from 36 to 249, while primers varied from 200 to 429 different 
words. 
This study to discover the bas ic and common experiences 
in the background of children which are necessary for success-
ful reading is part three of a larger study. Parts one and 
, two are under other covers; part one by Martha Hefler and 
I 
Leola Waters, and part two by Bernice Spainhour. 
I 
I 
I 
II 
y Arthur 
Bureau of 
I. Gates, A Reading Vocabulary for the Primary Grades j 
Publications Columbia University, New York,19J5. I 
II 
I 
y M. Rudisill, "Selection of Pre-Primer and Primer-A Vocabular 
Analysis", Elementary School Journal, May 1938, 38:683 1 
·--=--=---=-=- --- --. 
CHA.FTER II 
PLAN OF STUDY 
The first fifty books from the ~/ Wimty list of Favorite i 
Books were analyzed for words that require experience to 
comprehend and enjoy the reading . A fre quency tabula tion 
'
1 was made and the words compared with the ?:_/ Gates Primary 
Reading Vocabulary List. Tables were built showing the 
frequency of the words and t he correlation with t he Gates 
list. These tables were sent to Hefler and Waters. On the 
following :pages will be found the names of the books used 
in this study, the words and their fre quency, and the 334 
nouns that were used by Hefler and Waters to build the word 
experience tests. 
1/ Paul Witty, Reading In Modern Education, D. C. Heath Company: 
Boston, 1949, pp. 70-72. 
2/ l~.rthur I. Gates, A Reading Vocabulary f'or the Primary Grades il 
ITolumbia Teachers College, New York, 1938. 
--~ :.=...-=~ -~=---
SUPPLIDAENT.tl..RY READERS THAT WERE AN..4LY"ZED 
1. Anderson, c. ·w. , Billy and Blaze. The Macmillan Company, 
New York, 1949. 
2. Austin, Margot~ Lutie. E. P. Dutton and Company, New York, 
1949. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7· II 
Austin, Margot, Peter ·Churcfunouse. E. P. Button and 
Company, New York, 1941. 
Bannister, Conatance, ·A Child's Grace. E. P. Dutton and 
Company, New York,=r948. 
I 
I 
I 
I Beim, Lorraine, ~ and Jerrold; · Lucky Pierre. Harcourt, Brace I 
and Company, New York, 194u:--
- . 
Bemelmans~ Ludwig~ Madeline. Simon and Schuster, New York~ ,,· 
1939. 
Beskow, Elsa, Pells New Suit. Harper and Brothers, New York I 
1933. 
11 
I 8. 
I 
Bishop, Claire, and Others; The Five Chinese Brothers. \ 
E. M. Hale and Company, Eau Claire, 1948. 
I 
I 9. Bontemps, .Arna w. , and Conrey, Jaclc; Fast sooner Hound. I 
Ho~ghton Mifflin Co~pany, Boston, 1942. . - I 
Bright, Robert, Georgia. Doubleday and Company, Garden City 1 
1944. i 
I 
· 11. Brumbaugh, Walter, illust. Walt Disney, Donald Duck and His I 
I I !1 12. 
II 
I 
Nephews. D. C. Heath and Company, Boston, 1940. 
Burton, Virginia, Mike Mulligan and ·His ·steam Shovel. 
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1939. 
113. Carroll, Ruth Robinson, Bounce and the Bunnies. Reynal, 
Jersey City, 1934. 
I 
I 
1
!14. De Angeli, Yonie Vvondermouse. Doubleday and Company, 
Garden City, I944. I 
II 
15. D'Aulaire, Ingri and Edgar Parin, Don't count Your 
Doubleday and Company, New YorR, 1943. 
I 
Chickens. ~~ 
.... ~-----------------------------r---
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
27. 
,, 28. 
29. 
Disney; Walt, Pinnocchio~ D. C. Heath and Company, Boston, 
II 
I 
1940. 
. . I 
Evers, Helen, and Evers; Alf, ·crybaby Calf. Rand, McNally ! 
and Company,New York, 1941. 1 
Flack, Marjorie, Angus and the Ducks. Doubleday and Company 
Garden City, 1930. I 
Flack, Marjorie; Ask Mr. Bear. The Macmillan Company, 
New York, 1949. 
Flack, Marjorie, and Wiese, Kurt; The Story About Ping. 
The Viking Press, New York, 193 • 
Flack, Marjorie, The Restless Robin. Houghton Mifflin 
Company, Cambridge, 1937. 
Friskey, Margaret, Seven Diving Ducks. E. M. Hale and 
Company, Eau Claire, 1940. · 
Gag, Vfanda, · Snip~? and Snappy. Coward-McCa!l!)., Inc. , 
New York, 193 . 
Gag, Millions of Cats. E. M. Hale and Company, Eaualaire, 
1928. 
Garrnett, Helen, Angelo, The Naughty One. The Viking Press I 
New York, 1944. · 
Gemmell, Jane B• , Joan Wanted A Kitty. John c. Winston, 
Philadelphia, 1937. 
Gramatkly, Hardie; Hercules. E . M. Hale and Company, 
Eau Claire, 1940. 
30. Gramatkly, Hardie, Little Toot. E. M. Hale and Company, 
Eau Claire, 1939. 
' 31. I Henry, Marguerite, The Little Fellow. John c. Winston Company, Philadelphia, 1945. -~---
II 
II II 
I 
I 
I 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37· 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
He~vard, · Du Bose, The Country Bunny and The Little Gold 
Shoes, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1939. 
Hoke, Helen L. , Grocery Kitty. Reynal, New York, 1946. 
Huber and Others, I Know A Story. Row (Wonder Story Books) 
New York, 1938. 
Hutchinson, Veronica S. , The Candlelight Stories. G. p. 
Putman's Sons, New York, 1928. 
Leaf, Munro; The Story of Ferdinand. The Viking Press, 
New York, 1944. 
Lenski, Lois, ~. · and Mrs. Noah. Thomas y. Crowell Company 
· New York, 1948. 
Lindman, Maj, Flicka, Ricka, Dicka, and the Three Kittens. 1 Albert Whitman Company, chicago, 1941. 
McGi.riley, Phyllis L. ; Horse Vvho Lived Ulstairs. ;r. P. 
Lippincott Company, Pfiilauelphi a, 194 • 
Ne,Nell, ·Hope, The ·Little Old Vvoman ·Who Used Her Head. 
C. C. Nelson PUblishing Company, New York, 1935. 
Payne, Emmy, Katy No-Pocket. Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Boston, 1944. ~ 
Piper, The Little Engine That Could. Platt, New York, 1930 ~ 
Potter, · Beatrix, The Tale of Peter Rabbit. Platt, New york ! 
1935. 
Reed, Iviary Maud, and Oswald, Edith Simon, The Golden Book 
of Fairy Tales. Sunon and Schuster, New York, 1949. 
Si bylle and Others, 'Nhen the Root Children Wak~. 
J.P. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 1941. 
Slobodkin: The Friendly Animals. Vanguard Press, New York~ ~~ 
1944. 
47. Tousey, Sanford, Jerry and the Pony Express. Doubleday II 
and Company, Garden City, 1936. h 
,, 
=~ 
I 
e 48. Waters, George, The Snow low That · Tried -To Go South. Aladdin Book Company, New Yorlc, l : 
• 
49. Wells, Rhea, Peppi T.he Duck. Doubleday and Company, Garden City, 1927. 
50. Viese, Kurt, Lian~o and Lo. Eau Claire, l930. E. M. Hale and Company, 
Table 1. Lists the Words From the Fifty Supplementary Readers ' 
Studied, The Frequency, and Rating on Gates' List 
Voc abulary Frequency Gates' 
Rating 
abandoned 1 0 
aboard 1 0 
about 16 1 
above 2 3 
academy 1 0 
ached 1 0 
acorn 1 ' 4 
across 5 2 
act 2 3 
add 1 3 
admitted 1 0 
advised 1 0 
affection 1 0 
afraid 6 2 
af'ter 6 2 
af'ternoon 4 2 
agai n 15 1 
against 3 2 
age 1 2 
ago 1 3 
agreed 1 3 
ahead 3 3 
aid 1 0 
air 5 2 
airpl ane 2 2 
alage 1 0 
also 1 2 
alderman 1 0 
alike 1 3 
all 20 1 
all right 2 0 
allow 1 3 
almost 10 3 
alone 6 2 
along 3 2 
already 2 3 
also 1 2 
although 2 2 
always 15 1 
among 1 2 
amused 1 0 
------ - .=-::. --- ==-- ::::::::;;;:;;-
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II 
I 
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Table 1. (continued) 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates' 
Rati 
angry 2 0 
animal 15 1 
another 10 1 
answer 17 1 
answered 3 0 
ant 11 2 
anxious 1 0 
any 10 1 
anything 5 0 
anymore 1 0 
anyone 1 3 
apart 2 0 
appeared 1 0 
appendix 1 0 
apple 9 1 
apple pie 1 0 
apple tree 3 0 
April 1 4 
apron 16 0 
argued 1 0 
arm 12 1 
around 13 1 
arrest 1 0 
arrested 1 0 
arrived 6 0 
arrow 1 3 
ask 16 1 
asked 14 1 
asleep 16 1 
assembled 1 0 
aster 1 0 
astonished 1 0 
ate 10 1 
atlast 1 0 
attention 2 0 
aunt 11 2 
auto 6 2 
automobile 15 2 
awake 3 2 
awakened 1 0 
away 8 1 
ax 8 2 
,, 
Table 1. (continued) I 
I 
I 
Gates' 
" 
Vocabulary _Frequency Rating I 
ba-a-ah 5 2 I 
baa- baa 7 2 I 
baby 28 1 !I back 26 1 II 
backward 1 4 ' ' 
bacon 1 0 
bad 29 1 
badly 1 0 
bag 22 1 
baker 1 3 
bakery 1 0 
baking 1 0 
balcony 1 0 
ball 21 1 
balloon 12 1 
banana 8 2 
band 7 2 
bandage 1 0 
bang 6 2 
I banging 1 0 
I bank 7 2 I bare 3 3 barge 1 0 
bark 13 1 
barking 1 0 
barn 15 1 
barrel 1 3 
basement 1 0 
basket 19 2 
bath 15 1 
beach 1 3 beamed 1 0 
II 
bear' 20 1 
beard 1 0 beast 1 3 beat 15 2 
beating 1 0 
beautiful 31 1 
became 1 3 because 8 1 
bed 25 1 bee 18 1 
1 Table 1. { continued ) 
Vocabulary 
been 
beetle 
before 
began 
beggar-boat 
begged 
begin 
beginning 
behaved 
behind 
believe 
bell 
bell-bouy 
bellowed 
belong 
below 
belt 
beneath 
beside 
better 
between 
bicycle 
bid 
big 
bigger 
biggest 
bill 
billion 
bing 
I birch tree 
II bird birthday 
bit 
II biting 
.I black 
I blackbird blackmagic 
blade 
blanket 
blast 
blew 
blinking 
II 
Frequency 
9 
1 
14 
17 
1 
1 
11 
3 
1 
1 
2 
21 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
9 
13 
11 
12 
1 
29 
11 
8 
15 
1 
1 
1 
33 
33 
19 
1 
13 
6 
1 
1 
13 
1 
4 
1 
Gates• 
Rating 
1 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
3 
2 
0 
4 
2 
1 
2 
2 
0 
1 
2 
2 
2 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
2 
0 
1 
2 
0 
0 
3 
0 
3 
0 
I 
I 
:I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
il 
112 
..J.. . 
ll 
Table 1. ( continued ) 
Vocabulary 
bloom 
blossom 
blow 
blown 
blue 
bluebell 
bluebird 
boat 
boatful 
boa trace 
bobbing 
boiler 
bolt 
bone 
boot 
Boston 
bothered 
bottle 
bottom 
bought 
bounce 
bouncing 
bow and arrow 
bowed 
bovdng 
bo"vvman 
box 
boy 
brake 
branch 
brass 
brave 
bravest 
;I 
bread 
breakf'ast 
breast 
breath 
breeze 
brick 
bride 
bridge 
bright 
brighter 
Frequency 
4 
2 
14 
1 
25 
2 
9 
18 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
13 
13 
1 
1 
20 
21 
5 
4 
3 
8 
2 
1 
1 
18 
23 
10 
6 
2 
3 
1 
33 
7 
5 
5 
5 
9 
2 
13 
15 
1 
~~t~~ 
3 
3 
2 
0 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
3 
0 
0 
2 
2 
2 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 
3 
2 
3 
2 
0 
1 
1 
3 
3 
0 
2 
0 
2 
1 
0 
. •) 
. r> 
I 
II 
Table 1. ( continued ) 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates' Rating 
brightly 3 0 
bring 14 1 
broke 10 3 
I brood 11 2 
I brook 15 3 
:I ,, broom 12 1 
'I 
brother 15 1 
brought 4 2 
brown 13 1 
brownie 6 3 I 
brush 1 3 I brushed 11 2 
·J brushing 1 0 I 
bubble 8 3 I bud 19 0 
budding 1 0 I 
I bug 18 2 
build 13 2 
I building 1 0 
built 8 3 I bull 10 0 I bull fight 3 0 
bullf'rog 6 0 
I bull ring 3 0 bumble bee 5 0 
I bunch 5 - 0 bunny 16 3 
burned 8 0 
burst 7 3 
bursting 3 0 
bus 19 2 I 
busily 1 0 il business 3 3 
busy 5 2 I butter 15 1 
butterfly 22 1 ;j butting 9 0 
button 9 3 
'I buy 12 1 I 
buzzing 1 0 
cake 23 1 
I 
-I 
_ 5 
Table 1. ( continued ) 
Vocabulary Frequency Ga~es' Ra ~ng 
calf 8 2 
all 10 1 
called 6 0 I 
calling 2 0 I calls 8 0 
calm 7 0 !I 
came 15 2 
canal 7 0 I candle 16 2 
I candy 10 1 cap 12 1 
cape 8 0 
!I captain 4 3 
car 13 2 
card 13 2 
carded 3 0 
care 9 2 
careful 1 3 
carefully 9 0 
carpet 8 0 
carriage 11 2 
carried 6 0 
carrot 14 1 
cart 17 2 
carry 17 2 
case 14 1 
castle 5 0 
cat 17 1 
catch 9 4 
caught 7 3 
ceiling 3 3 
cellar 8 3 
cent 6 1 
certain 9 3 
certainly 4 0 
chair 19 1 
chance 7 4 II 
change 4 0 
chanted 3 0 
charm 4 0 
chased 5 0 
1.!. 
Table 1. ( continued ) 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates' Rating 
chasing 2 0 
chatter 5 0 
cheered 6 0 
cheerio 7 0 
cheer-up 6 0 
cheese 8 2 
chemical 3 0 
chick 7 1 
chicken 16 1 
chick-a-dee 3 0 
chief-of-police 3 0 
child 20 1 
children 17 1 
chimney 5 3 
chimney-sweep 2 0 
chinese 3 0 
chipmunk 4 2 
chirp 18 3 
churping 7 0 
chocolate 5 2 
choose 4 3 
choosing 4 0 
chop 6 3 
chopping-block 3 0 
chosen 4 0 
Christmas 10 1 
chugged 3 0 
church 7 2 
churning 3 0 
circle 6 0 
circus 8 2 
city 12 1 
city hall 3 0 
clang 8 2 
clang-clang 5 2 
clapped 4 0 
class 5 2 
clattered 3 0 
claw 5 2 
clavved 2 0 
clean 15 1 
clear 7 3 
17. 
- " 
Table 1. dontinued 
Vocabulary I 
cook 
cool 
corn 
corner 
cornflower 
cottage 
cotton 
cotton-ball 
could I 
count 
counted 
counting 
country 
country fo bd 
country s i de 
courage I courious 
courtyard 
cousin 
cover 
covered 
cov~ 
co-ward 
cowardly 
crab 
crack 
cra cked 
cradle 
cranberry 
crank 
cranking 
crash 
crayon 
crawl 
crazy 
cream 
creep 
cree -p ing 
crest 
crew 
crib 
II 
Frequency 
16 
13 
11 
19 
2 
13 
3 
1 
1 8 
13 
13 
11 
8 
1 
3 
1 
4 
3 
8 
5 
3 
25 
4 
2 
3 
1 8 
13 
12 
3 
5 
3 
8 
7 
4 
5 
6 
8 
5 
3 
8 
9 
Gates• 
Rating 
1 
2 
1 
2 
0 
3 
3 
0 
1 
1 
0 
·2 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
4 
3 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
3 
1 
3 
0 
3 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
.Jl .. 
' · 1~- 1.8 
~ 
I 
I 
'..,_ ~ -... 
j ·~ ' 
Table 1. continued 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates' Rating 
cricket 1 0 
cried 11 2 
crimson 3 0 
crisp 5 0 
croak 3 0 
crocodile 4 4 
cross 8 2 
crovJ 5 2 
crowed 4 0 
crowded 5 0 
crown 7 3 
crumb 10 3 
cry 15 1 
crystal 4 0 
cuddle 4 0 
cup 12 1 
cupboard 6 2 
curbstone 3 0 
curl 7 2 
curved 3 0 
dad 17 2 
daddy 15 1 
daisy 12 2 
damp 4 0 
damper 3 0 
dance 12 2 
danced 8 0 
dancing 7 0 
dandelion 8 3 
dapple gray 2 0 
dare I 15 3 dark 15 2 
dart 5 0 
dash 8 0 
da shing 2 0 
daughter 8 2 
dawn 12 0 
day 21 1 
daylight 6 0 
deal 4 0 
'I dear 15 1 
I. 
Table 1. ( 1 continued 
Vocabulary 
I 
death 
decide 
deep 
deer 
delightful1 
demand 
demon 
dependable 
desparate 
dialed 
d·iamond 
did 
die 
disel motor 
difficult 1 
dig 
digest 
digg ing 
dignity 
dine 
ding 
dinner 
dip 
dipped 
direstly 
direction 
dirt 
dirty 
disaster 
dish 
dish vvasher 
distant 
ditch 
divide 
diving 
do 
doctor 
dog 
doll 
dollar 
doll house 
dolly 
done 
Frequency 
4 
6 
6 
9 
7 
5 
4 
4 
3 
2 
3 
27 
8 
1 
4 
13 
5 
4 
2 
8 
5 
12 
10 
7 q. 
3 
8 
12 
7 
15 
3 
5 
4 
7 
5 
30 
7 
20 
12 
11 
~-
7 
9 
Gates' Rating 
3 
0 
2 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
2 
0 
3 
1 
0 
0 
0 
4 
3 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
0 
1 
1 
t 
I 
I 
~ ·-- · .. ·· 
• '
1 2 i 
Ta ble 1. ( I continued 
Vocabulary 
I 
Frequency i~~r~ 
donkey 8 2 
door 17 1 
doorstep 7 3 
dot 4 3 
dough 7 0 
dove 10 3 
down 25 1 
downhill 12 0 
downstairs 8 0 
dozen 
I 
4 3 
drag 6 3 
dragon- fly 4 0 
drank 
I 
8 3 
draw 16 1 
drawbridge 2 0 
drawn 4 0 
dreadful 3 0 
dream 4 3 
dreamland 2 3 
dress 18 1 
dressed 8 0 
dried 3 0 
drink 10 1 
drip 4 0 I 
dripped 3 0 II 
drive 8 3 I driving 5 0 
drop 7 2 
dropped 7 0 
1\ drove 5 3 
drown 8 3 II drum 10 1 
dry 14 1 I duck 13 1 
dug \ 4 3 
dumbfounded 2 0 
dungeon 3 0 
dust 3 3 
Dutch 5 3 
dwarf 7 2 
dye 5 0 
ea ch 10 1 
I 
Table 1. Ltinued 
I 
I 
I 
II 
-----+~------------ t 
Vocabulary Frequency ~~~!Rg 
____ __,.. ___________________ !' 
eager 
eagle 
ear 
early 
earth 
east 
Easter 
easy 
eat 
eaten 
eaves 
echoed 
echoing 
edge 
egg 
either 
electric sij.ovel 
elephant I 
eleven 
elm 
elm leaf 
elm tree 
else 
empty 
emergency 
end 
engine 
engineer 
enjoy 
enough 
especially 
eve 
even 
evening 
every 
everybody 
everyone i 
everything I 
everytime 
everywhere 
ewe 
4 
6 
9 
13 
14 
2 
12 
5 
24 
5 
2 
3 
3 
5 
20 
2 
3 
7 
8 
5 
3 
3 
4 
10 
3 
13 
8 
5 
1 
4 
5 
4 
12 
9 
17 
10 
8 
8 
10 
6 
2 
0 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
3 
1 
3 
0 
0 
0 
3 
1 
3 
0 
1 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
1 
3 
0 
3 
2 
0 
0 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
3 
0 
3 
0 
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dontinued ) l ' . Table 1. ~~ 
Vocabulary [ Frequency Gat~s' 
I 
Rat1.ng 
exactly 4 3 
excellent 7 0 
except 4 0 
excited 4 0 
exciting 3 0 
exclaimed 3 0 
execute 2 0 
executioner· 2 0 
exhaust 2 0 
expert 5 0 
extraordinary 2 0 
eye 12 1 
face 13 1 
fact 5 3 
factory 3 3 
fade 4 0 
fading 2 0 
failed 2 0 
fair 5 2 
fairy 13 0 
fall 24 1 
fallen 8 0 
familiar 7 0 
family 20 2 
famous ~ 0 
fan 6 1 
fancier 1 0 
fantastic 1 0 
far 14 1 
fare 1 3 
farm 13 1 
farmer 17 1 
:farmhouse 6 0 
fast 18 1 
faster 11 0 
fastest 7 0 
,e fat 12 2 father 24 l 
favorite 3 0 
fear 4 2 
feast 5 3 
II 
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Table 1. (c l ntinued 
I 
I 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates' 
Rating 
feathers 7 2 
February 
I 
2 4 
fed 11 2 
feed J 2 
feeding I. 9 0 feel 8 1 
feet 14 1 
fell 24 1 
fellow 4 J 
felt 4 J 
:renee 12 J 
ferry I 5 0 ferry-boat ' 2 0 
fetch 1 0 
few lJ 2 
fiddle 2 4 
fiddle stick 1 0 
field J 7 2 
field mouse 1 0 
fierce 1 4 
fifth 2 0 
fifty 1 0 
fifty-four 1 0 
fight 1 J 
figure 1 0 
figured 1 0 
fill 8 1 
filled J 0 
filli!'l..g 1 0 
finally J 0 
find 8 1 
fine 11 1 
finest 2 0 
finger 2 2 
f'inish 2 2 
finished 2 0 
fir 7 4 
fire 15 1 
fire departme nt 2 0 
fire f ly I 2 0 
fire house 1 0 
f ireman J 2 
fire pl a ce 6 2 
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I Table 1. ( continued ) I 
I I 
I Ga es' 
Vocabulary Frequency Rating 
I 
fire truck 1 0 
first 14 1 
first priz~ 1 0 
fish I 18 1 
fished 1 0 
fisherrran 17 4 
fit 5 2 I fitting 1 0 
five \ 6 1 II five hundred 1 0 
fix 1 2 I 
II 
flag 8 1 I flalce 1 0 
flame 3 3 I 
I 
flau 6 4 
flapped 4 0 
flash light 2 0 
flat 6 3 
flea 7 4 
fled 4 0 
fleet 3 4 
flew 8 2 
lj flies 6 2 
fl i ght 4 0 
i'loat 4 3 ~ I floated 5 0 
floating 3 0 
floc k 4 4 
flood 5 0 
flooded 3 0 
floor 7 1 
flour 6 2 
flower 10 1 
fluffy 3 0 
flurry 2 0 
flutter 3 0 
fluttered 3 0 
fly 12 1 
flying 6 0 
flying moth ! 1 0 
foam 2 4 
fold 5 3 
folded 1 0 
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(clntinued) Table 1. 
ll 
Ga es' 
I Vocabulary Frequency Rating 
I 
II 
I' 
folk 8 4 
J follow 6 2 
I followed 2 0 following 3 0 
fond 3 3 
food 11 1 
fool 3 3 
I foot 12 1 footstep 2 0 
for 29 1 I forehead 1 0 
I forget-me-not 1 0 
II 
I forgotten 1 0 
., fork 17 1 
forlorn 1 0 I 
forest 1 2 
I forth 1 0 
forty-five 1 0 I, forty-two 1 0 
forward 4 4 I 
fought 7 0 
I' found 6 .l 
fountain 4 4 
II 
I four 5 1 
fourth 3 3 
fox 3 1 
fragrant 5 0 
I frank 5 3 free 4 2 
I freeze 3 3 I fresh 6 2 
Friday 1 4 
friend 10 1 
friendly 4 0 
fright 3 0 
frighten 9 2 
frightened 7 2 
frog 12 2 
from 10 1 
frost 6 2 
frosty 4 4 
I frowned 2 0 
I 
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Table 1. ( bontinued ) 
Vocabulary I Frequency Gates' Rating 
I frozen 4 3 
II 
fruit 9 2 
f'ull 11 1 funny 10 1 
I 
fur 14 2 
furlong 1 0 furnace 3 0 furry 7 3 further 1 0 fuzzy 1 0 
gaily 2 0 
gain 3 3 gallop 3 4 galloped 2 0 
galloping 1 0 game 14 1 garage 6 2 garden 14 1 gas 7 2 
gasoline b 7 4 gasoline sh vel 1 0 
gas station 7 0 gasped 
I 
.3 0 gate 15 1 gathered 3 0 garage 12 2 garden 14 1 gave 13 1 gay 4 3 geese 8 2 gem 1 0 general 4 3 generally 2 0 gentle 6 
.3 gentleman 2 0 Georgia 1 e gesture 1 0 get 2.3 1 getting 1 0 giant 8 2 gift 8 
.3 gigantic 1 0 
f 1-
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Table 1. 
'I 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates' Rating 
I gingerbread 7 1 giraffe 3 0 
girl 25 1 
g ive 14 1 
glad 20 1 
gladly 1 0 
gla ss 18 2 
glasses 7 1 
gleamed 1 0 
glittered 1 0 
glove 8 3 
glow 1 0 
glow worm 1 0 
go 15 1 
goat .' 8 1 
gobble 3 4 
goblin 5 4 
God 6 2 
going 5 2 
gold 4 0 
golden 2 0 
golden rod 5 0 
gone 15 0 
gong 1 0 
good 12 1 
" good by 5 1 
lj good mornin§ 13 0 
II 
goodness 1 0 
goose 9 0 
gown 2 0 
gr a b 9 0 
grabbed 3 0 
graceful 1 0 
gr a in 5 0 
grand duke 1 0 
grandfather 8 2 
grandmother 8 2 
e gra nny 3 3 grass 8 1 
1 grasshopper 7 0 
grave pit 1 0 
gray 10 2 
gr a zed 1 0 I 
I 
I 
II 
~~J 
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Table 1. ( I 
I I. 
vocabulary 1 Frequency fia:ges' 
I 
a1ng 
great 12 4 
greedy 1 0 
green 20 2 
greener 2 0 
grew 10 1 
grief · 1 0 
grin 5 0 
grinned 2 0 
gripped 2 0 
grocery st re 6 0 
ground 13 2 
grow 5 4 
growing 1 0 
grown 4 0 
grown up 3 0 
grump 1 0 
grunted 1 0 
guard 2 0 
guess 1 0 
guiding 1 0 
gulped . . 1 0 
gun povvder 1 0 
gutter 1 0 
habit 5 0 
hair 7 2 
half 8 2 
halfway 3 0 
hall 5 0 
hallway 3 0 · 
ham 10 1 ,, hand 15 1 
handsome 4 0 
hang 3 0 
hanging 4 0 
happen 12 1 
happened 5 0 
happening 3 0 
happier 6 0 
happiness 9 0 
happily 5 0 
happy 18 1 
r 
,, 
Table 1. 
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eontinued ) 
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Vocabulary J:!"'requency Rating Gates' I 
---+--------
. I 
ha:ppy birt·, day 
hard 
harder 
hardest 
hardly 
harm 
harness 
hat 
hatch 
hate 
haughtily 
hay 
head 
headlight 
hear 
heard 
hearing 
heart 
heaved 
Heaven 
heavy 
hedge 
heel 
held 
help 
helper 
helpful j 
helping 
hemlock tree 
hen 
hen house 
hepatica 
her 
herself 
here 
hickory nu . 
hid 
hide 
high 
higher 
highest 
highway 
hill 
6 
15 
7 
4 
6 
2 
4 
20 
3 
3 
4 
8 
13 
1 
5 
6 
3 
8 
1 
5 
4 
2 
7 
9 
15 
7 
5 
5 
1 
10 
6 
1 
18 
8 
10 
2 
8 
15 
11 
7 
3 
4 
12 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
3 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
2 
1 
0 
1 
1 
2 
0 
0 
3 
1 
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I 
I 
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.Table 1. continued ) l 
I 
I 
I 
Vocabulary Frequency 
hillside 5 4 
hilltop 5 0 
him 20 1 
himself 8 2 
hind 6 4 
hire 4 0 
his 13 1 
hiss-s-s-s 3 0 
hit 9 0 
hither 1 0 
hive 3 4 
hoe 4 3 
hog 2 4 
hold 7 1 
holding 3 0 
hole 13 1 
holiday 5 0 
hollow 2 4 
home 30 1 
homely 2 0 
honey 3 3 
honk 3 2 
honor 3 0 
hood 4 3 
hoof ~ 5 0 
hook 1 0 
hoot owl 1 0 
hop 10 1 
hope 8 3 
hoped 2 0 
hopelessly 1 0 
hopped 4 0 
hopping 1 0 
horn 6 · 1 
horse 16 1 I horseless 1 0 
horse shoe 3 0 I hose 1 4 I hot 8 1 hotel 5 3 I hour 10 2 
house 24 1 I house boat 2 0 
~ ~ I, 
,, 
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Table 1. {continued } 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates' 
Rating 
hover 1 0 
how 28 1 
I! howl 1 0 
'I howling 1 0 
II 
huddled 2 0 
hug 3 2 
!, hum 2 4 
I humming 2 0 
I hundred 9 2 hung 3 4 
hungry 9 1 
hunt 3 2 
hunter 5 4 
hurrah 2 4 
hurried 2 0 
hurry 5 3 
hurt 5 1 
husband 5 4 
hush 6 3 
hut 4 2 
hydrant 1 0 
ice 16 1 
]! 
ice cream 13 1 
idea 3 0 
idly :3 Q 
'I ill 
.. 7 2 
I inuned i ately 3 0 
i mportant 2 0 
in 14 1 
inch 8 4 
including 1 0 
indeed 5 3 
indef'initely 1 0 
Indian 7 2 
indoor 9 0 
I ink 3 2 
'I inked 2 0 
:I inn 2 4 innocent 2 0 
insect 8 0 
inside 7 2 
- ---
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Table 1. ( c ntinued ) II I 
I 
Gates' I Vocabulary Frequency Rating 
I, 
instant 3 0 
II instead 3 3 
interest 3 3 
into 11 1 
I invented 2 0 invite 9 2 I iron 8 2 I 
is 47 1 
j 
it 42 1 
Jack J 1 jacket 6 2 jack-in-th -pulpit 2 0 jail 3 0 jail house 3 0 jam 2 3 jangling 4 0 janitor 3 0 
January 3 3 jar 7 2 jaw 1 4 jeered 3 0 
I jerk 5 4 Jesus 3 3 
II jewel 6 0 job 10 0 join 11 1 joined 4 0 joke 6 2 jolly 16 4 job 3 0 journey 14 2 joy 14 2 il joyf'ully 9 0 I. judge 3 0 I! 
I! JuJ:y 2 4 jti.rnp 20 1 jumped 15 0 jumping 13 0 June 2 4 June bug 2 0 junk 2 0 junlc dealer! 2 0 
n 
i' 
I 
I 
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Table 1. ( c
1
ontinued ) 
I 
I 
I 
Vocabulary[ Gates• Frequency Rating 
I 
junk yard 2 0 just 16 1 
ke ep 13 1 
keeper 6 0 
kept 6 3 
kettle 5 3 
lcey 7 2 
kick 11 3 
kid 6 2 
kill 3 2 
kind 12 1 
kindergartE)n 1 2 
kindest I 8 " 0 
ldng 8 2 
kingdom 
I 
9 3 
kiss 4 2 
kitchen I 9 2 
kite 
I 
8 1 
kitten 12 1 
kitty I 6 1 knee 
I 
3 2 
knew 8 2 
knife 
I 7 2 knite 7 0 
knitting I 7 0 
knock 
I 7 3 knocked 5 0 
knob I 4 4 knmv 
I 
9 1 
known 2 3 
knows I 10 0 
lace 3 0 
lad 5 3 
ladder 4 3 
ladies 8 3 
lady 15 2 
lady bug 1 0 
laid 3 3 
lake 11 2 
lamb 9 2 
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Table 1. continued } j 
I l 
Vocabulary I Frequency ~a~es' 
I 
a~ng 
lesson 8 2 
letter 9 1 
lettuce 4 2 
liberty 3 4 
lie 3 2 
life 9 3 
life boat 3 0 
life net 1 0 
lift 9 2 
lifted 8 0 
light 14 2 
lighter I 6 0 light housl 2 0 
lightly 6 0 
like 
I 
12 1 
liked 6 0 
lilac 6 0 
lilac bush I 3 0 
lily 9 2 
limb 5 4 
line 14 2 
lined 4 0 
linen 1 0 
lion 5 1 
1:\:p 6 2 
listen 10 2 
listened 3 0 
listening 5 0 
little 26 1 
live 15 1 
lived 12 0 
living roomj 2 0 
load 6 3 
loaf 12 2 
leave 17 0 
lock 6 3 
locked 3 0 
log 5 2 
lonely 8 3 
lonesome 4 0 
long 18 1 
longer 8 0 
longest 5 0 
I 
'I I
II 
I 
Table 1. 
Vocabulary 
I 
r 
I 
I long-necked 
look 
looked 
looldng 
lord 
lost 
lot 
loud 
louder 
love 
loved 
loveliest 
lovely 
loving 
low 
lowered 
luck 
lucky 
lump 
lunch 
lurched 
maa-maa 
mach ine 
mad 
madder 
ma de 
Madrid 
mag ic 
mag ician 1 
magnificient 
maid 
ma il 
ma j esty 
major 
make 
mak ing 
mama 
man 
mans ion 
many 
ma ple 
maple leaf 
t 
Freq_uency Gates' Rating II 
I, 
II 1 0 
2 5 1 
II 17 0 
19 0 
6 0 
9 2 
6 2 
8 2 
5 0 
8 1 
8 0 
4 0 
6 4 
4 0 
11 2 
5 0 
8 4 
4 0 
5 4 
7 1 
1 0 
4 0 
5 0 
2 0 
4 0 
8 1 
2 0 
3 3 
1 0 
2 0 
7 3 
10 2 
2 0 
2 0 
17 1 
2 0 
5 1 
17 1 
1 0 
7 1 
6 4 
8 0 
1 -
Table 1. ( bontinued 
I 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates' 
Rating 
marble 8 3 
marbled 2 0 
March 5 3 
march 13 2 
marched 4 0 
marching 3 0 
market 7 3 
marry ~ 8 3 
marshmello 1 0 
Maryland 1 0 
mascot I 3 0 
mask 3 0 
Massachusetts 1 0 
master 
I 
3 3 
mat 4 3 
l\1ay 6 4 
may I 9 1 
maybe 1 3 
may blossom 1 0 
meadow I 6 2 
II 
meadow lark 1 0 
meal 10 2 
mean 
I 
5 2 
meanly 3 0 
meant 5 4 
meat 
I 
10 1 
meet 8 2 
meeting 2 0 
melt 
I 
7 4 
melted 1 0 
melting 4 0 
men 
I 
17 1 
mend 8 4 
mending 3 0 
meovv 4 3 
merchant 
I 
4 0 
merry 5 3 
merrily 4 0 
messe.P..ger 
I 
5 4 
met 9 1 
met ad or 1 0 
metal 
I 
3 0 
mew 3 1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
- ~ 
II 
· Table 1 •. 
I, 
I 
Vocabulary 
continued ) 
Frequency 
- -=-=-=- -
Gates' 
Rating 
11--------------------11 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1\ 
I' 
II 
,I 
II 
,, 
mice 
middle 
middle-sized 
midst 
might 
might est 
mighty 
mile 
milk 
milkman 
milky 
mill 
miller 
million 
mind 
mine 
minnow 
minute 
mirror 
Miss 
miss 
missed 
mistake 
mistress 
mitten 
mix 
modern 
mold 
moment 
Monday 
money 
monkey 
monster 
month 
moo 
moon 
moonlight 
more 
'I morning 
1 mosquito 
1 moss 
I 
mossy 
most 
mostly 
18 
6 
2 
3 
11 
2 
3 
8 
25 
13 
4 
4 
9 
4 
4 
7 
4 
5 
8 
6 
6 
9 
10 
5 
7 
3 
7 
4 
1 
7 
6 
8 
13 
3 
9 
4 
6 
9 
18 
7 
3 
3 
13 
6 
- --=-~ 
1 
2 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
2 
1 
3 
0 
2 
2 
0 
3 
2 
4 
2 
0 
2 
1 
1 
0 
4 
2 
3 
0 
0 
3 
3 
1 
1 
0 
3 
2 
1 
4 
2 
1 
4 
4 
0 
2 
0 il 
1 
I 
II 
39 
I 
I 
40 
I 
r 
Table 1. ( pontinued ) 
e I I Gates' Vocabulary \ Frequency Rating 
motion 4 0 
moth 5 0 
mother 24 1 
motor 8 0 
mountain 9 3 
mouse 9 1 
mouth 8 1 
mouthful 5 1 
move 6 2 
!Vf_r . I ? 1 Mrs. 
I 
$ 1 
much 21 1 
mud I 6 2 
muddy 3 0 
mulberry tr ~e 1 0 
mumble \ 1 0 
II museum I 
2 0 
mushroom 1 0 
music I 8 2 
must I 
12 1 
muttering 3 0 
my I 9 1 
mysel f I 
13 1 
mystic 2 0 
nail 
I 8 2 I name 23 1 
nap I 5 3 
napkin I 
4 4 
narrow 3 4 
naughty I 9 2 
near I 8 
1 
neared 2 0 
nearest I 1 0 
nearly I 1 
0 
neat 6 2 
neck I 7 2 Ned I 1 
0 
need 8 2 
needle 6 2 
neighbor 8 3 
neither 4 3 
nephev~ 3 0 
=-
I 
Table 1. yontinued 
I 
Vocabulary \ 
I 
never I 
nevertheles
1
s 
nervously 
nest I 
net 
I new 
new-fangled 1 
New Hampshire 
New Jersey I 
newspaper 
I New York 
next I 
nibble 
nibbled I 
nice I nicely 
nickle I 
night I night fall 
night gown I 
nine 
I nipped 
no 
I nobleman 
nobody I 
nod I nodded 
noise I 
noisy I none 
nonsense I north 
North Carolina 
I nose 
nothing 
notice 
noticed 
November 
now 
number 
nurse 
nut 
} 
Frequency 
4 
1 
3 
14 
6 
10 
1 
1 
1 
8 
1 
9 
11 
2 
17 
1 
10 
18 
2 
8 
10 
2 
36 
2 
5 / 
4 
1 
13 
3 
2 
3 
9 
1 
9 
4 
4 
3 
3 
8 
7 
9 
9 
Gates' 
Rating 
1 
0 
0 
1 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
~ 
2 
0 
2 
0 
2 
1 
0 
2 
1 
0 
1 
0 
3 
3 
0 
1 
0 
3 
0 
2 
0 
1 
2 
4 
0 
4 
1 
3 
3 
1 
•i"'¥"1t--· ~··. •.; 
,.~ ... . 
·I 
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T [ I Table 1. ~ontinued 
I 
I 
I Gates' Vocabulary I Freq_uency Rating 
over 15 1 
overboard I 1 0 overcoat 1 0 
over flowe ~ 1 0 
over head I 2 0 
owl 6 1 
own 7 1 
ovmed 2 0 
ox 1 2 
package 8 3 
padded 3 0 
page 7 2 
paid 7 3 
pail 5 2 
pain 2 0 
paint 8 1 
painted 4 0 
pair 6 3 
palace 3 3 
pale 2 0 
pan 12 2 
pancake 6 2 
pane 2 0 
pant 3 0 
papa 4 3 II papas 2 0 
paper 6 1 I! papoose 4 4 
parade 4 2 
parapet 1 0 
parent 4 0 
park 8 2 
parked 3 0 
Paris 1 0 
part 9 3 
party 6 2 
pass 11 2 
" 
passed 7 0 
passing 
.g 0 past 2 
:pasture 8 4 
patch 2 3 
, I 
T 
I' 
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Table 1. ( \continued ) 
Vocabulary\ ]'requency Gates' Rating 
patcher . 
I 
1 0 
path 3 0 
pattern 2 0 
paw 
I 
4 2 
pay 7 2 
pea 5 3 
peach 
I 
6 3 
peak 1 0 
peanut 5 2 
pear 
I 
7 2 
pebble 4 0 
peek 6 0 
peeked 
I 
3 0 
peep 5 1 I peeped 1 0 
peeping 
I 
1 0 I pen 5 2 
pencil 5 2 
penny 
I 
10 2 
I people 16 1 perch 1 4 
perfect 2 0 
perfectly I 
2 0 
perhaps 4 3 
pet 9 0 
p~tal 
I 9 
0 
phone 5 0 
piano 3 2 
pi cad ore 
I 
1 0 
pick 2 2 
pickenel 1 0 
picnic I 4 
1 
picture 6 2 
pie 8 1 
pi g 
I 
13 1 
pigeon 8 2 
p ile 4 3 
pill ow 6 4 
pins 5 2 
pine 5 4 
pine tree 3 0 
I p i nl':: 9 2 p i pe 7 3 
r 
I 
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Table 1. { \continued 
I 
Voc a bularyl Frequency Gates' 
I Rating 
pitcher I 2 4 
pitter I 3 4 
place I 9 1 
nlain I 
2 3 
plan 5 3 
plant I 6 1 
plate I 15 2 II play 11 1 
played I 5 0 
playhouse I 5 4 playing I 5 0 playmate 5 2 
plaything I 7 2 
pleasant I 6 3 please 
I 
7 1 
pleased 8 0 
plenty I 7 3 
plow I 3 3 ulowed 1 0 
pluck I 2 0 
plum I 5 2 plump I 3 
0 
pocket 5 2 
pocketbook I 2 0 
point I 3 
2 
poison 5 2 
pole I 7 3 
police force
1 
3 0 
pol iceman I 10 2 
polite 6 3 
politely 3 0 
nond 10 3 
pony 5 1 
pooh 3 0 
pool 5 4 
poor 9 2 
pop 10 3 
poppy 6 4 
porch 8 3 
porridge 3 2 
possible 1 0 
post 6 3 
postman 5 3 
r 
I 
I 
r 
4 
j --- - ' 
Table 1. ( jcontinued 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates• Rating 
I 
I 
pot 11 2 
potato 9 2 
pound 3 3 
pour 4 3 
PO"'tJer 2 3 
practice 3 0 
prancing 2 0 
pray 3 4 
prayer 3 4 
precious 1 0 
present 3 2 
press 7 0 
pretty 18 1 
pr;>ttiest 5 0 
pr1ce 5 0 
pride 5 0 
primrose 
I 
1 0 
prince 5 3 
princess 5 3 
print 
I 
4 0 
printer 3 0 
prison 3 4 
prize 7 3 
probably 1 2 0 
procession 2 0 
product 3 0 
promise 2 3 
proper 1 4 
property 2 0 
protected 2 4 
proud 6 3 proudly 5 0 
prowl 3 4 
pudding 7 3 puddle 5 4 
puf'f 6 4 
pull 5 1 
pulled 6 0 
pump 4 0 
pumpkin 3 2 
punish 3 0 
pup 5 2 
puppy 7 2 ! 
.. , ... )__ , 
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Table 1. { continued 
Vocabulary I Frequency Gates' 
Rating 
puppy I 7 2 purple 8 3 
purr 15 4 
purse 
I 
3 3 
push 5 2 
pushed 4 0 
pussy 
I 
5 1 
put 4 1 
puzzle 1 4 
quack 
I 
12 4 
Qualcer 1 0 
quarrel 10 4 
quart 
I 
8 4 
queen 9 2 
queer 12 3 
question 7 3 
quick 
I 
8 2 
quicker 10 0 
quickly 17 0 
quiet 14 2 
quietly 21 0 
quite 12 2 
quivering 3 0 
rabbit 18 1 
r~ce 12 0 
raced 3 0 
radio 6 2 
I 
I 
radish 5 4 II raft-boat 1 0 
rag 8 3 
II rail 11 4 
railing 1 0 
,I railroad 5 0 
rain 19 1 
rainbow 3 4 
e rained 6 0 I rainy 6 4 rake 7 2 
ram 2 0 
ran 19 1 
rang 5 4 
rascal 1 0 
(:8 
- ~ 
f ontinued Table 1. 
I 
I 
Vocabulary / Frequency Gates' 
Rati 
I 
rather 2 3 
rat I 23 1 rattle 2 4 
reach 9 2 
reached I 2 0 read 17 1 
ready 
I 
7 1 
r eally 2 3 
realm 1 0 
reared 1 0 
reason 
I 
3 3 
recess 1 0 
record 3 0 
red 
I 
30 1 
redbreast 8 2 
reed 1 0 
ref'erred 
I 
1 0 
rein 1 0 
reindeer 9 2 
remember 
I 
1 2 2 
replied 1 0 
rest 11 1 
restless 
I 
3 0 
retired 3 0 
returned 2 0 
returning 
I 
2 0 
rhyth.rn 4 0 
ribbon 14 2 
rice 1 3 
rich 15 2 
rid 1 0 
ride 32 1 
II 
rider 3 4 
riding 3 0 
right 10 1 
ring 13 1 
ringing 2 0 
rise 1 3 
river 
I 
10 2 
road 8 1 
roam 4 0 
roared 
I 
3 0 
robber 4 4 
t robe 3 0 I 
Table 1. 
I 
l 
I 
Vocabular) 
I 
robin I 
continued ) 
rock 1 
rocking-chair 
rode 
roll 
rolled 
rolling 
roof 
room 
rooster 
root 
rope 
Rose 
rose 
rough 
round I 
round-edge 
round-up 
row 
rowed 
rubber 
ruby 
rug 
rule 
ruler 
rumble 
rumbled 
run 
running 
rush 
rushed 
rusher 
rust 
rustle 
saclc 
sad 
sadly 
safe 
safely 
1 
safety-vallfe 
said 
sail 
Frequency Gates' Rating 
15 1 
5 2 
2 0 
7 3 
II 15 1 10 0 
2 0 
10 2 
II 20 1 
9 1 
r 3 3 
9 1 
1 0 
15 2 
5 3 
13 1 
1 0 
3 0 
8 2 
3 0 
2 3 
1 0 
1 2 
10 2 
2 0 
2 0 
3 0 
14 2 
5 0 
6 3 
2 0 
1 0 
4 0 
3 0 
10 3 
11 2 
4 0 
13 3 
3 0 
1 0 
13 3 
5 2 
t -
I 
JU 
Table 1. ( continued ) 
Vocabular Frequency Gates' Rating 
sailing ,. 0 ) 
sailor 5 3 
salt 4 2 
salute 3 4 
same 14 2 
sand 6 2 
sandvvich 5 4 
sang 12 2 
sank 4 0 
Santa 13 1 
Santa Cla 15 1 
sat 25 1 
Saturday 9 4 
saucer 8 4 
save 7 3 
saved 2 0 
saving 4 0 
saw 24 1 
say 36 1 
scamper 6 4 
scampered 5 0 
scare 3 4 
scarecrow 5 4 
search 4 0 
scarely 4 0 I 
scarlet 2 4 I 
scatter 4 0 
'I scene 3 0 
school 4 0 
II scissors 7 1 
scold 8 4 
scooter 6 4 'I 
Scotland 1 0 I 
scrrunble 6 4 
I 
scratch 5 0 
scream. 6 4 
e screamed 5 
0 
scrub 10 4 
scurried 5 0 
s curry 7 0 
scuttled 2 0 
sea 12 1 
search 5 4 
I 
.,.:,:1 
I 
I - ' 
I 
Table 1. ~ontinued 
I 
Vocabulary I Frequency Gates' Rating 
seashore 6 4 
season 4 3 
seat 14 1 
seaweed 4- 4 
second 10 2 
secret 18 3 
see I 50 1 seed 14 1 
seen I 5 2 
seek 
I 
5 4 
seem 6 2 
seen I 5 2 
seesaw 
I 
4 4 
selfish 2 4 
sell I 9 2 selling 6 0 
send I 8 2 
sense I 
4 0 
sent 7 2 
sentence I 4 3 September 
I 
2 4 
servant 8 4 
serve I 10 4 set 20 1 
setting I 3 0 
'I settle I 3 
0 
settled 9 0 I 
settling I 3 0 I seven 8 1 
several I 4 3 
severly I 2 0 sew 10 2 
I se-vving I 9 0 I, shade I 4 3 shadow 5 4 
II shake I 6 2 
shall 8 1 II 
shame 5 0 
shape 2 3 
I share 5 4 
sharp 10 3 
shawl 6 4 
shear 3 0 
she 3-3 1 
•aston UnJ\OriJty 
~~A.ol o! bm«ea•Jor. 
-....... Librnl' 
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Tabl e 1. ( continued ) 
-
Vocabulary Fr equency ~ates' ating 
shed 7 4 sheep 15 1 
sheet 6 3 shelf 9 3 shell 14 3 sheltered 2 0 
shepherd 10 4 shilling 1 0 
shine 32 2 shining 18 0 
shinny 7 0 ship 26 1 shirt 9 3 shoe 1~. 1 shoemaker 6 4 shone ~- 4 shook 7 3 shop 14 2 
shore 11 3 
I short 8 2 
shot 8 3 should 15 2 
shoulder 4 4 shout 14 3 shou t ed 1 2 0 
shovel 8 0 
show 14 1 
I shower 13 4 showed 15 0 
II showing 1 0 1 shut 10 2 I shy r- 0 I 
) 
shyly 1 0 il sick 5 2 I ' side 19 2 
II 
1 sidewalk 19 2 
sigh 3 4 sight 2 3 I sign 7 2 II s ignal 4 3 I 
1 silk 3 4 II 11 silly 4 3 I silver 9 3 I lt. 
I 
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Table 1. ( dontinued 
e 
Vocabulary! J:t.,requency Gates' 
I Rating 
simple I 4 0 
simply I 5 0 since 9 .3 
sing I 14 1 
singer I 9 
1 
singing 7 0 
single I 8 0 
sir 
I 
9 .3 
sis.sy 2 0 
sister I 14 .3 sit 16 1 
six I 18 1 
size 
I 
10 1 
skate 6 .3 
s kating I 7 0 
skimmed 
I 
1 0 
s~cin 7 2 
s kinny I 7 0 sldp 6 2 
sky I 16 2 
slam I 
9 0 
sled 12 1 
sleep I 20 1 
s leeping 
I 
23 0 
sleepy 18 0 
sleigh I 23 1 sle:pt 7 4 
slide I 11 4 
slip I 
13 2 
slipped 8 0 
slipper I 7 3 
slippery I 7 0 slope 4 0 
slow I 8 
2. 
slower 5 0 
slowly I 11 4 
sly I 7 
4 
small 2.3 1 
smaller 13 0 
smell 8 2 
smile 25 2 
smiling 17 0 
smoke 27 2 
J 
1 
I 
Table 1. ( c
1
ontinued 
I 
I Gates' 
Vocabulary I Frequency Ra ting 
smooth I 7 3 
smother I 3 0 
s nake 
I 
6 3 
sna il 12 0 
snap 
I 5 3 sneeze 7 4 
sniff I 9 4 
snort 4 0 
snorting I 3 0 
snovJ 
I 
22 1 
snmvball 9 3 
snowbank I 
,... 0 ) 
snowdrift 5 0 
snowdrop I 6 0 
snowf l ake 
I 
17 3 
snowhouse 5 0 
snovvplow I 5 
0 
so 43 1 
soap I 15 2 
soapsuds 
I 
3 0 
sat 5 4 
sobbed I 
7 0 
sofa 3 2 
soft I 13 1 s oft er 5 0 
softly I 2 3 
sold 
I 
16 1 I 
soldi er 9 2 
some I 
16 1 
somebody 6 3 
somehow I 1 0 
someone 5 2 
something I 12 2 
sometime 
I 
7 2. 
somewhere 9 4 
son I 10 
2 
song 16 1 
soon I 15 1 
sorry 15 3 
sort 4 4 
sound 16 2 
sounded 5 0 
s oup 6 2 
·;-'!·•- .. •·· 
.... .. . . 55 
'1 -
----
Table 1 . dontinued 
I 
I 
I Gates' 
Vocabulary I Frequency Rating 
I 
s outh 
Carollina 
4 2 
Sout h 1 0 
s pade I 11 4 
spank I 3 0 s nare 3 0 
s nark I 5 4 
s parkle I 9 4 sparrow 7 4 
speak I 14 2 
spear I 4 0 speckle 3 0 
spe ech I 5 0 
spe ed I 7 0 spend 8 ·o 
spider I 7 2 
spill I 6 2 s p i l led 3 0 
spin I 5 2 
s p ire I 3 0 splash 9 2 
spla shed I 3 0 
splendeO. I 3 4 s plit 6 0 
s }; oil I 5 4 
s poke I 9 3 spoo n 7 2 
s pot I 14 3 
spotted I' 7 0 
spra ng 5 4 
spread I 10 4 
spring I 2 . 0 Spring 
I 
14 2 I 
sprinkl e 11 4 
spr out I 5 4 I, spun 8 0 I 
I 8 2 
I 
square 
II squeak (y) I 7 4 
s queal 9 4 
squeeze 5 4 
squire 7 0 
s quirrel 8 1 
s t able 6 4 
stair 8 3 
~ 
!'. 
Table 1. ~ ontinued 
I 
I 
e Vocabulary \ Frequency Gates' Rating 
stake I 1 
I 
0 
stall<: 6 4 
stamp I 7 3 stand 11 1 
standing I 6 0 star 15 1 
star- gr a ss I 1 0 stare ,.. 4 ) 
start I 10 1 sta te 5 3 
station I 7 4 
stay 19 1 
stayed I 10 0 
stea l I 
5 3 
steam 10 0 
steep I 6 0 steeple 5 4 
steer I 3 0 stem 7 4 
step I 12 2 
stepped 
I 
8 0 
stern 3 0 
stick 
I 
19 1 
stiff 7 3 
stile 
I 
5 0 ~I still 18 2 
sting I 8 3 I stir 9 0 I 
stocking I 8 1 I stomach 5 0 stone I 8 2 stood 19 2 
stool I 6 2 
stoop 5 4 
stop I 14 1 
stopped 
I 
19 0 
store 12 1 
storekeeper 
I 
5 3 
stork 4 4 
storm I 9 
3 
story 14 1 
stove I 8 1 straight 15 3 
I 
I 
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Table 1. ~ ontinued 
Vocabulary I Frequency ~ates ' ating 
II I 
strange 
I 
13 3 I, 
straw 11 3 
stream. 
I 
8 3 I street 20 1 
I stre·tch I 
10 4 
strike 14 2 
string 
I 
11 2 
strip 1 0 
stripe 
I 
9 4 
strol{e 5 4 
strong 
I 
18 2 
struck 11 4 
stuff 
I 
7 0 
stuffed 9 0 
stuffing 
I 
11 0 
stump 6 0 
stung 
I 
1 2 4 
subject 3 0 
such 
I 
8 2 
sudden 7 3 
suddenly 
I 
6 0 
sugar 15 1 
suggest 
I 
2 0 
suit 8 2 
suitor 
I 
1 0 
summer 9 1 
sun 
I 
20 1 
Sunday 7 2 
sunlight 
I 
6 0 
sunny 9 4 
sunrise 
I 
3 0 
sunset 4 0 
sunshine 
I 
26 1 
supper 6 2 
suppose 
I 
5 3 
sure 9 0 
surprise 
I 
8 2 
suspenders 5 0 
swallow 
I 
4 0 
Svvallow 8 0 
svml1owed 
I 
4 0 
s~Nan 6 4 
swayed 
I 
2 0 
I 
I 
I 
I' 
:~:r ~ ss 
Table 1. 
Vocabulary Frequency 
Gates' 
Rating 
sweater 8 2 
Swedish 1 0 
sweep 7 4 
sweeper 7 0 
sweet 18 2 
svv eetest 5 0 
swell 8 0 
swelling 8 0 
swept 5 4 
swift 7 4 
swiftest 5 0 
swim 8 2 
swing 7 2 
swinging 5 0 
sword 6 0 
swung 3 4 
table 12 1 
t ag 5 2 
tail 9 1 
tailor 5 0 
taking 1 0 
talk 10 1 
talked 6 0 
talking 5 0 
tall 12 2 
t a ller 5 0 
tanker 2 0 
task 3 0 
taught 5 4 
tea 4 3 
teach 6 3 
teacher 6 1 
team 7 0 
teetered 1 0 
teeth 6 0 
tell 6 1 
telling 4 0 
temptation 2 1 
ten 10 1 
tend 1 0 
tended 1 0 
tender 1 0 

I 
I 
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Table 1. ~ontinued 
I 
Voc a bulary I 
a es' 
Frequency Rating 
tire 3 3 
tired 7 1 
tiptoe 4 0 
today 12 1 
together 19 1 
told 14 1 
II tomorrow 5 2 
tongue 3 3 
took 15 1 I 
top 22 1 
tore 5 4 
toss 10 3 
tos sed 3 0 
touch 4 3 
tmvard 5 4 
towering 2 0 
town 20 1 
tovm f olk 4 0 
tow:n hall 3 0 
toy 13 1 
tra ce 2 0 
track 7 3 
train 19 1 
trained 3 0 II tramped 2 0 
travel 11 4 I' traveling 2 0 
treasure 4 1 II tree 25 1 
tree t op 6 0 
I 
trespasses 1 0 
trick 7 3 
tri cked 2 0 
I tri ckled 2 0 
tried 6 2 
t ril lium 1 0 
trip 10 2 
troop 1 0 
trot 7 4 
trotted 2 0 
trouble I 9 
4 
trough 1 0 
truck l 18 3 
I 
I 
~ 6:1 -
Table 1. ~ontinued ~· 
I 
I Gates' Vocabulary Frequency Rating 
trudge 2 0 
true 6 3 
trumpet 8 0 
truck 5 4 
try 9 ~ 
trying 3 0 
II 
tub 3 3 
Tuesday 5 4 
tugboat 3 0 
tulip 5 o · 
II tumbling 1 0 
turkey 9 2 
turn 3 1 I turned 10 0 
turpentine 1 0 I 
turtle 7 2 
t welve 2 3 
t wenty 4 2 
twenty-one 1 0 
twig 5 3 
t wins 3 3 I 
twinkle 3 4 II 
t wisted 2 0 1: 
two 23 1 r 
ugly 8 3 I 
umbrella 1 0 
uncle 16 2 
uncovered I 2 0 
under 12 1 
underground 3 0 
understand 8 0 
understanding 4 0 
understood I 3 4 
unhappy 6 4 
untie 6 4 
until 10 2 
unusual 1 0 
up 22 1 
uphill 7 0 
upon 17 1 
upset 
I 
9 4 
upstairs 12 2 
up-to-date 2 0 
II 
I 
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Table 1. ( continued ) 
Vocabular] 
Gates' 
Frequency Rating 
used 6 0 
useless 4 4 
usually 2 0 
valentine I 7 2 
valley 13 0 
vase 4 0 
vegetable 8 3 
vehicle 2 0 
velvet 7 4 
very 15 1 
vest 6 4 
view 3 0 
village 14 L~ 
vine 8 3 
visit 10 2 
vi s iting 4 0 
violet 7 3 
voice 9 2 
vowed 1 0 
wagon 5 2 
wait 18 2 
waited 4 0 
waiting 14 0 
wake 5 2 
walk 24 1 
walked 12 0 
·walking 1 5 0 
wall 18 1 
vvant 8 22 1 
vvanted 7 0 
warbler 5 0 
warehouse 3 0 
warm 19 1 
·warmer 22 1 
-
warming 5 0 
was 21 1 
wa sh 10 1 
wash tub 3 0 
washed 19 0 
~:Jashington \ 1 0 
waste 4 0 I, 
watch i 15 1 I 
I 
.. \! ... . 
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Table l. cf ntinued 
~ 
I 
I~ 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates' 
I 
Rating 
I 
watched 
I 
9 0 
watching 13 0 
water 23 1 
waterfall 4 0 
watering 
I 
9 0 
I water-lily 2 0 
wave 5 2 
waving 6 0 
way 2 5 1 
we 30 1 
wealth 9 0 
v:ear 13 1 
wearily 3 0 
wearing 
I 
9 0 
weather 5 4 
we ave 4 0 
web 
I 
7 0 
webfoot 1 0 
Viednesday 2 4 
wee 
I 
10 1 
1•1eed 10 4 
week 8 2 
weight 
I 
8 4 
well 18 2 
went 25 1 
were 
I 
29 1 
west 7 2 II 
v'let 9 1 I 
·whale 3 4 I 
what 5 2 
\ whatever 3 4 
what-so-ever 
1 
2 0 
wheel 8 2 
v.;hen 25 1 
vvhenever 2 4 
where I 
18 1 
whether 5 0 
which 16 1 
v'lhi1e 
I 
14 2 
whin 4 3 
whipped 
\ 
1 0 
\ whisked 1 
0 
whistle 6 0 
whistled _3 0 I I 
\ 
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Table 1. cpntinued ll 
I 
I 
Vocabulary Frequency Gates' I Rating 
wood 
I 
15 1 
woodpecker 5 2 
wool 5 4 
word 6 2 
wore 
I 
1 2 
work 17 1 
worked 8 0 
working 
I 
10 0 
world 7 3 
'Norm 7 3 
worn 
I 
1 4 
worried 2 0 
worry 3 4 
worrying 
I 
2 0 
would 22 1 
wove 3 0 
wow 
I 
1 0 
wrap 9 4 
wrapped 4 0 
wrist 
I 
3 0 
write 20 1 
writing 5 0 
yard I 20 2 
yarrow-flovle( 1 0 
yarn 3 0 
yawn 4 0 
year 12 2 
yelled 3 0 
yellow 18 1 
yeoman 4 0 
yes 29 1 
yesterday 13 2 
yet 16 2 
you 34 1 
young 15 2 
your 25 1 
yourself 18 1 
yowl 1 0 
zoo 6 0 
Nouns Used to Build the Word Test 
From the preceeding list a nd from a li s t of words taken 
I from basal readers submitted by Spainhour, 334 nouns were 
I 
select ed by Ifefler and Water to be used in constructing the 
· word experiel ce test. The following is an alphabetical list 
of those words. 
airplane 
animal 
apple 
1 
arm 
aunt 
automobile 
ax 
baby 
bag 
ball 
balloon 
banana 
band 
bank 
bark 
barn 
barnyard 
ba s ket 
bear 
bee 
bell 
bicycle 
bill 
bird 
birthday 
blackbird 
bluebird 
boat 
bone 
bottle 
box 
branch 
bread 
breakfast 
brick 
bride; e 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
brook 
broom 
brownie 
bug 
bunny 
butter 
butterfly 
button 
cake 
calf 
candle 
candy 
cap 
car 
carriage 
carrot 
case 
cat 
cellar 
chair 
cheese 
chicken 
church 
circus 
city 
clock 
cloth 
cloud 
clown 
coat 
collar 
conductor 
corn 
cottage 
country 
cow 
cradle 
crayon 
cream 
crown 
cup 
daisy 
dandelion 
daughter 
day 
deer 
dinner 
doctor 
dog 
doll 
dollar 
donkey 
door 
door s tep 
dress 
drum 
duck 
dw.arf 
eagle 
ear 
earth 
eggs 
elephant 
elm leaf 
engine 
engineer 
eye 
face 
face 
fair 
fairy 
fall 
farm 
farmer 
father 
feather 
feet 
fence 
field 
fire 
fish 
flour 
foot 
fork 
frog 
fruit 
garage 
garden 
gas station 
gate 
geese 
giant 
gingerbread 
glass 
glove 
goat 
gra ndfather 
gr andmother 
grass 
ground 
hair 
j,_;. s.~ 
I 
rr 
-- ~ ,_, ' 
Nouns ( conlcluded ) 
harm maple leaf plant snake vegetables ham market plate snovvball village hand meat policeman snowdrift vine hat milk pond soap violet hay milkman pony soldier 
head Miss poppy son wagon 
hen mitten pumpkin soup wall 
hill money puppy sparrow water 
horn monkey spring weed 
horse mother squirrel well 
hose motor quart stable wheel 
house mouse queen stocking whistle 
mountain stone window 
ice mouth stool wing 
ice cream Mr. rabbit store vdnter 
Indian Nll's. radio storm wolf 
iron rag stove woods 
neck rake street wrist jacket needle rain sugar jar nest ribbon sunshine yard 
night ring sweater 
key nose river 
king nurse road zoo 
k itchen nut robin table 
kite room tail 
kitten rooster teacher 
knife oak le€!f root teeth 
knitting ocean rope thimble 
ora.:nge rose thread 
outdoors throat 
lady oven tiger 
lake sacl<:: top 
lamb pages sand town 
land paint Santa train 
lantern pan sauce tree 
lavm paper scooter truck 
leaf parade seed tub 
leave s 1 party sheep turkey 
leg pasture shell turtle 
letter 
1 
peach shoe twine 
light penny shoulde r t v.Jins 
lily people sidewalk 
lip picnic sister 
lunch I p~cture skin umbrella 
pJ.e sled uncle 
maid pigeon sleigh 
mail I pillow slipper valentine 
man smoke yalle :[_ 
-~ 
lj 
'I Table 2 . Frequency of Nouns Used i n the Test and t he Interest Fields 
The 334 nouns that were used in bui l ding the word 
I experience te s ts were divided i nto t wenty-four interest fields. 
1 The interest fields, the nouns, and their frequency are listed 
!1 in Table II . 
II 
I 
Interest Field 
Barnyard Scene 
Birds 
Body Parts 
Noun 
animal 
barn 
hay 
pasture 
stable 
wagon 
wall 
bill 
bird 
blackbird 
bluebird 
eagle 
fe athers 
pigeon 
robin 
sparrow 
tail 
wing 
arm 
bone 
clothes 
ear 
eye 
face 
feet 
foot 
hair 
hand 
head 
leg 
Frequency 
15 
15 
8 
8 
6 
5 
18 
15 
33 
6 
9 
6 
7 
8 
15 
7 
9 
14 
12 
13 
8 
9 
12 
13 
14 
12 
7 
15 
13 
= l._6 
I r--·-
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I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
'• I 
I, 
I 
6 
Table 2. ( [continued } 
I 
Interest l ield 
I Community v· orkers 
Fairies 
Noun 
lip 
mouth 
neck 
nose 
shoulder 
skin 
teeth 
throat 
wrist 
band 
cir cus 
clown 
fair 
ice cream 
parade 
doctor 
f a r mer 
mail 
milkman 
nur s e 
painter 
policeman 
teacher 
bridge 
brmvnie s 
crown 
dwarf 
fairy 
giant 
king 
queen 
bunny 
cat 
chicken 
colt 
cow 
dog 
~onkey 
Frequency 
6 
8 
7 
9 
4 
12 
6 
6 
3 
7 
8 
3 
5 
13 
4 
7 
17 
10 
13 
9 
8 
10 
6 
13 
6 
7 
7 
13 
8 
8 
9 
16 
17 
16 
5 
25 
20 
8 
Table 2.(cont ~ nued) 
Interest Field Noun Frequency 
.... 
I 
duck 13 
geese 8 
goat 8 
hen 10 
horse 16 
kitten 12 
lamb 9 
pig 13 
puppy 7 II rabbit 19 
rooster 9 II 
sheep 15 II turkey 9 
Fire Scenes engine 8 
fire 15 
motor 8 
smoke 14 
I 
wheel 8 
Fruits and Vegetables apple 9 
banana 8 
carrot 14 
corn 11 
fruit 9 
orange 9 
peach 6 
pumpkin 3 
vegetables 8 
Flowers daisy 12 
dandelion 8 
lilly 9 
pansy 5 
poppy 6 
rose 15 
violet 7 
weed 10 
Foods bread 33 
butter 15 
candy 10 
•f···· 
I 
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Table 2. ( cJ ntinued) 
I 
Interest FiJld Noun Frequency 
cheese 8 
cream 6 
eggs 20 
flour 6 
gingerbread 7 
ham 10 
meat 10 
nut 9 
pie 8 
soup 6 
sugar 15 
Home utensnr ax 8 II bag 22 
basket 19 II bottle 20 
II 
box 18 
broom 12 
candle 16 I case 14 II 
chair 19 I 
clock 9 I 
cloth 11 I 
cradle 12 I cup 10 
fork 17 
glass 8 
jar 7 
key 7 
1-;:nife 7 
lantern 10 
light 14 
needle 6 
oven 14 
pan .:62 
picture .6 ' 
pillow 6 -
plate 15 
quart 8 
radio 6 
rag 8 
rake 7 
rop~- 9 
,,. 
I ---
Table 2. ( c1ntinued l 
Interest F~eld 
Home Scenes[ 
lfeals 
Misce llaneo~s 
} 
I 
Noun 
sack 
saucer 
shovel 
soap 
stool 
table 
thread 
thimble 
tub 
cellar 
door 
doorstep 
fence 
garage 
garden 
gate 
house 
kitchen 
lawn 
roof 
upstairs 
vine 
wall 
window 
yard 
breakfast 
dinner 
lunch 
brick 
dollar 
Indian 
lcni tting 
letter 
money 
page 
penny 
seed 
valentine 
:· "'t · ··~- ~ .... 
72 
Frequency 
10 
8 
8 
15 
6 
12 
8 
6 
3 
8 
17 
7 
12 
12 
14 
15 
24 
9 
8 
10 
12 
8 
18 
12 
20 
7 
12 
7 
9 
5 
7 
7 
9 
8 
7 
10 
14 
7 
I ~ ;t ""': ~- .. 
' 
Table 2. ( ontinued) 
Interest FJeld Noun Frequency 
Nature branch 6 
bark 13 
bee 18 
brook 15 
bug 18 
butterfly 22 
day 21 
earth 14 
elm leaf 3 
fish 18 
grass 8 
frog 12 
ground 13 
lake 11 
leaf 10 
leaves 15 
maple leaf 8 
mountain 9 
nest 14 
night 18 
oak leaf 6 
ocean 8 
plant 6 
pond 10 
rain 19 
river 10 
sand 6 
shore 11 
shell 5 
snail 12 
snake 6 
squirrel 8 
stone 8 
storm 9 
sunshine 26 
tree 25 
turtle 7 ' I 
valley 13 I 
water 23 I 
wood 15 I 
Par ties birthday 3.3 
1: 
Table 2. ( , ontinued} . I 
Interest F eld Noun Frequency 
cake 23 
II party 13 
!People 16 
~ picnic 4 
People aunt 11 
baby 28 
daughter 8 
father 24 
grandfather 8 
grandmother 8 
lady 15 
maid 7 
man 17 
Miss 9 
mother 24 
lVIr. 7 
Iv"l.l' s. 8 
Santa 13 
sister 14 
son 10 
twins 3 
uncle 16 I 
Personal B longings boot 13 
'I button 9 
I cap 12 coat 24 
collar 7 
dress 18 
glove 8 
hat 20 jacket 6 
mitten 3 
pocket 5 
ribbon 14 
ring 13 
shoe 14 
slipper 7 
stocking 8 
sweater 8 
.-
~~ -
: b 
Table 2, (l ont inued) 
Interest Field Noun Frequency 
Seasons fell 24 
ice 16 
outdoors 6 
sleigh 23 
snowball 9 
snowdrift 5 
snowflake 1 7 
spr i ng 14 
summer 9 
wint er 12 
Town and co\ ntry bank 7 
church 7 
c i t y 12 
cottage 13 
countr y 8 
i! 
far m l j 
fi eld 7 
hill 12 I mar ket 7 
road 8 
sidewalk 8 
s t or e 12 
I 
street 20 
II 
town 20 
vi l lage 13 
zoo 6 
Toys I 
ball 21 
balloon 12 
bel l 21 
I 
car riage 11 
crayon 7 
doll 12 
drum 10 
horn 6 
kite 8 
scooter 6 
sled 12 
soldier 9 
top 22 
umbrella 18 
wagon 5 

TESTING 
I The wor d experience tests we re admin istered to seventy-
t "o first graders at Lin den Scho ol, South Bend, I ndiana . The I 
tests consisted entire ly of picture s that had been drawn and 
~imeographed l for each word to be teste d . Only three chil ren 
\ere tested tt a time and eac:h child was given a mimeographed 
sheet with pictures on it. As the teacher cal l ed the word 
the pupils pJ i nted to a picture . The correct and i ncorrect 
r e sponses wele recorded . 
Most of lthe first g r ads rs, who were t ested, had spent a 
semester in Ki ndergarten. 
The pupils at Linden School are children of transient 
I 
v..orkers who have come from the "Deep South" to work in the 
many South BJ nd i n dustries. South Bend is the home of the 
StuQebaker C1rporation, Bendix Aviation Corporation , S inger 
Manufacturing (sewing machines ), Oliver Corporation (farm 
,, I 
1 
ma chinery ), Bendix Home Appliances , Wilson Brothers ( men ' s 
ware ), and the O' Brien Paint Corporation . 
I 
The result s o f the tes t s were analyz e d and are presented 
in the next J hapter . 
I 
\ 
\ _ _ 
I 
I 
I 
I. 
i 
CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
Table 3. Number and Percent of Correct Respon s es 
I 
The da~a 
I 
for 
I 
r e sponses 
I 
Interes t 
Field 
Barnyard 
Scenes 
Birds 
Body Parts 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
were analyzed to discover the number of correct 
each noun and the percent for each experience. 
Noun Number of Percentages 
Correct Responses 
animal 69 95 . 83 
barn 70 100 
hay 69 -95 . 83 
pasture 55 76.38 
stable 70 97 .. 22 
wagon 72 100 
wa.ll 53 73.61 
bill 63 87 .05 
bird 72 100 
blackbird 65 90.27 
b l uebird 67 ~3-05 
eagle 35 8.07 
fe a thers 70 97 . 22 
pigeon 17 23.16 
robin 68 94. ·i-5 
sparrow 60 83.33 
tail 70 97 .22 
wing 72 100 
arm 72 100 
bone 53 73 . 61 
c .othes 72 100 
ear 72 100 
eye 72 100 
face 72 100 
feet 72 100 
foot 72 100 
hair 72 100 
I 
I 
II 
•: · 
.• "7 ~ 
I 
II 
Tab le 3 . ( ~ ontinued ) t 
I nterest Noun Number of Percentages 
Field Cor1•e c t Resnons e s 
hand 72 100 
head 72 100 
leg 72 100 
lip 72 100 
mouth 72 100 
neck 52 72 . 22 
nose 67 93 . 05 
shoulder 27 3 7 . l.t-9 
skin 19 2.6 . 38 
teeth 71 98 . 59 
throat 48 66 . 66 
wrist 42 58 . 33 
I 
Circus 
I 
band 72 100 
Scene s circus 72 100 
clown '72 100 
I 
fair 42 58 . 33 
ice cream 72 100 
I 
par ade 72 100 
Commun ty I doctor 60 83.33 
' iorkers 
I 
farme r 67 93 . 05 
mail 69 95.83 
mi l kman 72 100 
nurse 72 100 
painter 72 100 
policeman 72 100 
teacher 72 100 
Fairies bridge 66 41 . 66 
brownies 33 5. 83 
crown 28 38.88 
dwarf 31 43 . 05 
fairy 63 87.05 
giant 67 93.05 
king 62 86.11 
que en 64 88 . 88 
l 
I 
Table 3 . ( l ontinued ) 
Interest Noun 
F eld 
arm bunny 
Animals cat 
chicken 
colt 
cow 
doe, 
donkey 
duck 
geese 
goat 
hen 
horse 
ki tten 
l amb 
pig 
puppy 
rabbit 
roos ter 
sheep 
turkey 
I 
Fire engine 
Scenes fire 
motor 
smoke 
whee l 
Fruits and \ apple 
Vegetables banana 
carrot 
corn 
fruit 
orange 
peach 
pumpkin 
vegetables 
I 
·-· 
··] ·-·--· 80 
Number of Percentage s 
Correct Resoonses 
72 100 
72 100 
72 100 
72 100 
72 100 
72 100 
59 81 . 91+ 
72 100 
51 70 . 83 
72 100 
72 100 
72 100 
72 100 
68 87 .05 
72 100 
72 100 
72 100 
72 100 
58 80 .55 
72 100 
51 70 . 83 
72 100 
63 87 . 05 
72 100 
72 100 
72 100 
72 100 
70 97 . 22 
72 100 
70 97 . 22 
72 100 
62 86 . 11 
72 180 
57 79 . 16 
II 
'·f.· - ... .. 
Table 3. ( 1ontinued ) 
Interest Noun Number of Percentages 
I 
Field Correct Responses 
Flowers daisy 72 100 I dandelion 72 100 I 
lily 62 86 .11 I 
pansy 66 91.66 
II poppy 36 so.oo 
poppy 36 50.00 
I rose 72 100 vlolet 68 94 . 1.1-5 
'Need 51 70 . 83 
Foods bread 72 100 
butter 71 98 . 59 
candy 72 100 
cheese 67 93 .05 
cream 48 66.66 
eggs 72 100 
flour 72 100 
gingerbread 66 91.66 
II ham 60 83 . 33 meat 72 100 
nut 72 100 
II pie 72 100 
soup 70 97 . 22 I sugar 71 98 . 59 
II 
Home ax 62 86.11 
Utensils bag 72 100 II basket 72 100 
bottle 72 100 
box 72 100 
b r oom 72 100 
candle 65 90 . 27 
case 8 11~11 
chair• 72 100 
clock 72 100 
cloth 72 100 
cradle 13 17.91 
cup 72 100 
fork 72 100 
glass 72 100 
II 
I 
1 Table 3. 
I 
! Interest Noun Number of Percentages 
I Field Correct Responses 
jar 72 100 
key 72 100 
knife 72 100 
lantern 15 20 ~ 83 
light 72 100 
needle 72 100 
oven 70 97 . 22 
pan 72 100 
picture 72 100 
pillow 72 100 
plate 72 100 
quart 7 9 . 72 
radio 72 100 
rag 12 16 . 66 
rake 72 100 
rope 72 100 
sack 72 100 
saucer 72 100 
shovel 72 100 
soap 72 1-:)0 
stoo l ~S c. 90 . 27 
tab l e 72 100 
thimble 47 65 . 27 
thread 63 87.05 
tub 55 76 . 38 
Home cellar 43 59.72 
Scenes door 72 100 
doorstep 72 100 
fence 72 100 
garage 72 100 
garden 72 100 
gate 72 100 
house 72 100 e kitch en 72 100 lawn 51 70 . 8?. 
roof 32 44.44 
upstairs 72 180 
vine ~~ 59.72 wall 91.66 
83 
84 
Tab l e 3 . 
I nt ere st Noun Number of Perc entage s 
""i e ld Responses Cor rect 
Na ture oak leaf 3 L~ .. 16 
ocean 5 6 .94 
plant 72 100 
pond 12 16 66 
r ain 72 100 
river 7 9.72 
sand E~ 79 .. 16 shore 58 .33 
shell 72 100 
snail 72 100 
sna ke 72 100 
squi r r e l 72 100 
stone 72 100 
storm 67 93.05 
sunshine 70 97.22 
tree 72 100 
t urtle 72 100 
valley 6 8 .33 
water '72 100 
wood 69 95. 83 
Parti e s bi rth day 72 100 
cake 72 100 
par t y 72 100 
pe ople 72 100 
pi cnic 72 100 
Peopl e aunt 15 20 . 83 
baby 72 100 
daugh t er 67 93.05 
father 70 97.22 
gr a ndfather 72 100 
grandmother 72 100 
lady 10 13. 88 
maid 3 4.16 
man 72 100 
11is s 7 9 .72 
mot he r 72 100 
Mr. 6 8.33 
Table 3. ( continued ) 
e I nterest Noun Number of Percentagf'S 
Field Correct Re ses 
II 
Mrs .. 1~ 20883 II / 
Santa 72 100 I sister 53 78 . 61 
son 26 3'6 .. 11 I twins 15 20.83 
uncle 6 8 ~33 
I 
Personal boots 72 100 
Belongings button 72 100 
cap 72 100 
II 
coat 72 100 
collar 58 80 . 55 
dress 72 100 
glove 72 100 
hat 72 100 
j acket 72 100 
mittens 72 100 
pocket 72 100 
ribbon 68 94.~-5 
ring 72 100 
shoe 72 100 I slipper 72 100 
stocking 71 98 . 59 I 
sweater 72 100 
I 
67 93 . 05 
I 
' Seasons fall 
I' ice 72 100 outdoors 72 100 l sleigh 72 100 
snowball 72 100 I snowdrift 52 72 .22 
snowflake 72 100 
spring 69 93 .05 
winter 70 97 . 52 
Tovm and bank 33 45 . 83 
Country church 72 100 
city 24 3~ . 33 
cottage 18 24-. 99 II 
II 
I 
1 Table 3. { continued ) 
Interest Noun Number of Percentages 
Fie ld Correct Responses 
country 37 51.38 
farm 67 93.05 
field 69 95.8~ hill 23 31.3 
market 69 95. 83 
road 68 94-~5 
sidewalk 72 100 
store 72 100 
street 72 100 
town 27 37.49 
village 13 17.91 
zoo 70 97 .. 32 
Toys ball 72 100 
balloon 72 100 
bell 72 100 
carriage 72 100 
crayon 72 100 
doll 72 100 
drum 72 100 
horn 72 100 
kite 72 100 
scooter 72 100 
sled 72 100 
soldier 27 37.~-9 
top 57 79.16 
umbrella 72 100 
wagon 72 100 
whistle 23 31.94 
Transportat on 
airplane 7'2 100 
automobile 72 100_ e I! bicycle 72 100 boat 72 100 
bus 72 100 
1-
car 72 100 
clouds 53 73 . 61 
conductor 22 30.55 ~ 
Table 3. 
I nterest 
Field 
"ild 
Animals 
J-
1 
I 
I 
Noun 
engi neer 
gas station 
land 
trai n 
truck 
bear 
deer 
elephant 
monkey 
tail 
tiger 
wolf 
Numbe r of Percentages 
Correct Resuonses 
29 4o.2~t 
72 100 
18 24. 99 
72 100 
72 100 
64 88 . 88 
51 70.83 
72 100 
72 100 
66 91.66 
~~ so .ss 65.27 
Table three shows that these ch ldren had little know-
l edge of brahch , cradle , case , lantern , brook, river , ocean , 
e arth, mountfi n , hill , e lm l eaf, oak leaf , maple leaf , city , 
I 
town , valley, village , n i ght , day , aunt , uncle , twins , son , 
I 
Miss , Mr ., Mrs. , lady, and mai d . 
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Tab le 4. Percent of Correct Responses in Each Experience Field 
Experience Field 
Parties 
Seasons 
Foods 
Barnyard Scenes 
Fire Scenes 
Toys 
Home Scenes 
Misce llaneous 
Meal s 
Flowers 
Home Utens ils 
Wild Animals 
Fruit and Vegetables 
Transportat ion 
Body Parts 
Farm Animals 
?airies 
Co~munity Workers 
Circus Scenes 
Personal Belong ings 
Birds 
Nature 
Tovm and Country 
People 
Percentage s 
100 
95.97 
94.9;3 
92 . 84 
91.66 
89 . 66 
89.13 
88 .75 
87.95 
86 . 64 
86 .38 
85 .3 
84. 72 
79 . 15 
78.2h 
76 . 51 
72 . I~+ 
72 . 00 
71 . 68 
70.88 
70.56 
60.13 
49 .76 
40.27 
· Table four shows that there wa s comple t e knowledge in 
on ly one experience field; parties . There was not complete 
failure i n any of the experience fields , but the concept in 
Town and Country , and People were known by l ess than fifty 
percent of the children tested . 
~~---=--== --=- ---=- --=-=- -c..====-==- -- -====---=-~ 
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CHAPTER IV 
SUMN'ill.RY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The purposes of the study were to analyze fifty supple-
mentary readers for grade one to discover the conc epts needed 
by firs t 6rade children i n l earning to read, and to test the 
, knowl edge of the words that a group of first grade children 
had. 
The list contai ned 334 nouns whi ch were grouped into 
twenty-four groups . 
A test of the words was a dministered to seventy-two 
children. The results showe d: 
l. Complete knowled~e in one catagory , Parties. 
2 . No area had c omplete failure . 
3 . The words concerning Town and Country and People 
were known by fewer than 50 percent of children .. 
-~----~ -- -#=-=-- ---
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